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RELATING TO THE RECORDER OF DEEDS OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


\prRIL 24, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Nery, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, sub- 
mitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8S. 2871] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2871) to amend section 548 of the act to establish a Code 
of Laws for the District of Columbia, approved March 3, 1901, after 
full consideration, report favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment to the text of the bill is as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 


r 


hat section 548 of the Code of Laws for the District of Columbia (D. C. Cod 
45-701 is herebv amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 548. APPOINTMENT AND Duties.—There shall be a Recorder of Deeds 
of the District, appointed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
who shall record all deeds, contracts, and other instruments in writing affecting 
the title or ownership of any real estate or personal property in the Distriet which 
shall have been duly acknowledged and certified, and who shal! perform all requisite 
services connected therewith, and shall have charge and custody of all the records, 
papers, and property appertaining to his office. No person shall be appointed 

tecorder of Deeds unless he has been a resident of the District of Columbia for 
at least five years next preceding his appointment.’’ 

Sec. 2. Section 549 of the Code of Laws for the District of Columbia (D. C. 
Code, § 45-702) is amended by inserting after “deputy reeorder’’ the following: 
“in accordance with the civil-service laws and regulations and to fix his compensa- 
tion in accordance with the Classification Act of 1949”. 

Sec. 3. The Act of March 3, 1925 (D. C. Code, § 45-703) is amended to read as 
follows: “That the Recorder of Deeds is authorized to appoint a second deputy 
recorder in accordance with the civil-service laws and regulations and to fix his 
compensation in accordance with the Classification Act of 1949. The second 
deputy recorder may do and perform any and all acts which the Recorder is 
authorized to do, and all such acts by the second deputy recorder shall have the 
same legality, force, and effect as if performed by the Recorder. The Recorder 
of Deeds shall appoint all other employees of his office in accordance with the 
civil-service laws and regulations and fix their compensation in accordance with 
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the Classification Act of 1949. The number of such employees shall not be in 
excess of the number actually necessary for the proper conduct of his office.’ 

Sec. 4. The Civil Service Commission shall confer a competitive civil-service 
status upon those employees of the office of the Recorder of Deeds of the District 
of Columbia performing service in such office on the date of enactment of this 
Act who are citizens of the United States, and who, within six months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, are certified by the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, upon recommendation of the Recorder of Deeds, (1) as having been 
appointed from among the highest available eligibles from an appropriate register 
of the Civil Service Commission or (2) as having rendered active service in the 
office of the Recorder of Deeds prior to the date of enactment of this Act, and who 
qualify in such appropriate noncompetitive examinations as the Civil Service 
Commission may prescribe. Any employee in the office of -Recorder of Deeds 
who fails to meet the requirements prescribed by this section, or who is not 
certified by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, or who fails to take 
or pass the noncompetitive examination prescribed by the Civil Service Com- 
mission, May continue to serve for a period of not more than 30 days after the 
end of such six-month period or after the establishment of appropriate registers, 
whichever is the earlier. 


Amend the title so as to read: 

\ bill relating to the manner of appointment of the Recorder of Deeds of the 
District of Columbia, the deputy recorders, and the employees of the Office of 
Recorder, and for other purposes. 

The purpose of this bill is twofold: (1) It would provide for the 
appointment of a Recorder of Deeds of the District by the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia, and (2) it would bring all emplovees 
of the office of the Recorder of Deeds under the civil-service laws and 
regulations. Under present law, the Recorder of Deeds is appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and the employees under the Recorder of Deeds are all non-civil- 
service appointments. 

The bill also provides that the Recorder of Deeds, to be eligible 
for appointment, must have been a resident of the District of Columbia 
for at least 5 years next preceding his appointment; however, he 
would be allowed to retain voting residence in a State. 

The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, and 
various citizens’ groups in the District, and was favorably reported 
by a unanimous vote of the Senate Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(31 Stat. 1275) 


Sec. 548. AprpoinrMeNT AND Dutirs.—There shall be a Recorder of Deeds of 
the District, appointed by the [President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, ] Commissioners of the District of Columbia, who shall record all 
deeds, contracts, and other instruments in writing affecting the title or ownership 
of any real estate or personal property in the District which shall have been duly 
acknowledged and certified, and who shall perform all requisite services connected 
therewith, and shall have charge and custody of all the records, papers, and 
property appertaining to his office. No person shall be appointed Recorder of 
Deeds unless he has been a resident of the District of Columbia for at least five years 
next preceding his appointment. 

Sec. 549. Deputy Recorper.—The Recorder of Deeds is authorized to appoint 
a deputy recorder in accordance with the civil-service laws and regulations and to fix 
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his compensation in accordance with the Classification Act of 1949, and all deeds of 
conveyance, leases, powers of attorney, and other written instruments and records 
and certificates authorized by law, filed, recorded, made, and certified by the 
deputy recorder shall have the same legality, force, and effect as if performed by 
the recorder. 

(43 Stat. 1102; ch. 416 


That the recorder of deeds is authorized to appoint a second deputy recorder 
[, who] in accordance with the civil-service ws and requlations and LO fix Ais com 
pe nsation im accordance u th the Classificat on Act oO} 1949. The second depu / 
recorder may do and perform any and all acts which the recorder is authorized 
to do, and all such acts by the [said] second deputy recorder shall have the same 
legality, force, and effect as if performed by the recorder[[; the compensation of 
said second deputy recorder to be at the rate of $2,000 per annum, to be paid out 
of the fees and emoluments of the office of the recorder of deeds. And with the 
approval of the Attorney General of the United States, the recorder of deeds may 
from time to time fix the number and compensation of all other employees of his 
office: Provided, That any expenditure incurred by him in so doing shall not be a 
charge upon the Public Treasury: Provided further, That the emplovees of said 
office shall not be in excess of the number actually necessary for the proper co! duet 
of said office of the recorder of deeds: Provided, however, That the compensation 
of the first deputy recorder of deeds and that of the seeond de puty recorder of 
deeds shall not be changed except by Act of Congré ss]. The recorder of deeds 
shall appoint all other employees of his office n accordance with the civil-se 
and requilations and fix the com pe msation n accordance with the Classification Act 
of 1949. The number of such employees sha not he n excess of the numbe act 


necessary for the proper conduct of his office 
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